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INTRODUCTION

The Government of Madras took up for consideration the
question of publication of the various manuscripts in differe .t
languages on subjects like Philosophy, Medicine, Science,
etc, early in May, 1948. Important Manuscript Libraries in
the Madras Presidency were requested to send a list of
unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of being consi-
dered by the Government for publication. The Honorary
Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvathi
Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complied with this request.
This list as well as a similar list of unpublished manuscripts i1
the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, were
carefully examined and a tentative selection of manuscripts
suitable for publication was made. The Govirnment in their
Memorandum No. 34913/48-10, Education, dated 4-4-1949,
constituted an Expert Committee with the Curator of the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the
Secretary, for the final selection of manuscripts suitable for
printing and for estimating the cost of publication.

The following are the members of the Committee:

1. Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A., B.L.
2. ,, R.P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.

3. ,, C.M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A,, B.L.
4. ,, R. Krishnamoorthy (Kalki).

5 Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., PH.D.

6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.A,, L.T.

7. , V. Prabhakara Sastri.

8. ,, N. Venkata Rao, M.A.

9. ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar.

10. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayyangar, M.A.

11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, m.A,, L.T.

12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., PH.D.

13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja, m.A,, D.PHIL.

14. , A. Sankaran, M.A,, PH.D,, L.T,

15. Sri P.S. Rama Sastri.

I6. ,, S.K. Ramanatha Sastri.

17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq, M.A,, p,PHIL, (Oxon.),
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18. Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed,
19. Sri P. D, Joshi.

20. ,, S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L.

21. ,, T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T.

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-Com-
mittees for the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam, Mahrathi and Islamic languages. They
met during the month of May, 1949, at Madras and at Tanjore
to examine the manuscripts and make a selection. The
recommendations of the Committee were accepted by the
Government in G, O. No. Mis. 2745 Education, dated
31-8-1949, and they decided to call these publications as the
“MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES,” and
appointed the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, as the General Liditor of the publications.

The following manuscripts have been taken up for
publication during the current year:—

A

FROM THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL
MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY,
MADRAS

Tamil

KAPPAL SATTIRAM.
ANUBHAVA vAIDYA MURAL
ATTANAKOLAHALAARI,
UPADESA KANDAM.

COLAN I'URVA PATTAYAM.
KONGA DESA RAJRAKKAL.
SIVAJNANA DIPAM.

NN

Telugu

SANGITARATNAKARAMU.
AUSADHA YOGAMULU.
VAIDYA NIGHANTU.
DHANURVIDYA VILASAMU.
YOGA DARSANA VISAYAMU.
KHADGA LAKSANA SIROMANI

Sanskrit

VISANARAYANIYAM.
BHARGAVA NADIKA.
IIARIHARACATURANGAM.

A

DN -
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4, BRAHMASUTRAVRTTI-MITAKSARA.
5. NYAYASIDDHANTA TATTVAMRTAM.

2. a.
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Malayalam

GARBHA CIKITSA.
VASTULAKSANAM.
SILPASASTRAM,
SILPAVISAYAM.,
MAHASARAM.
KANAKKUSARAM.
KRIYAKRAMAM.

Kannada

LOKOPAKARA.
RATTAMATA.
DIKSABODIE,
ASVASASTRAM.
AUSADHAGALU.
VAIDYAVISAYA.
SANGITARATNAKARA.
SUPASASTRA.

Islamic languages

JAMIL-AL-ASHYA.
TIBB-E-FARIDI.
TAHQIQ-AL-BUIIRAN.
SATINAT-AL-NAJAT.

B

FROM THE TANJORE MAHARAJA SERFOJI'S
SARASVATIII MAHAL LIBRARY, TANJORE

b o N

)

0 0 N o

D sw

Tamil
SARABIIENDRAVAIDYA MURAIL  (Diabetes)
Do. (Eyes).

AGATTIYAR. 200
KONKANARSARAKKU VAIPPU.
TIRUCCIRRAMBALAKKOVAIYAR

with Padavurai.
KALACAKRAM.
TALASAMUDRAM.
BHARATANATYAM.
PANDIKEL] VILASAM NATAKAM,
PURURAVA CAKRAVARTI NATAKAM.
MADANA SUNDARA VILASA NATAKAM.
PERCY MACQUEEN’S COLLECTION

of Folklore in the Madras University Library.
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11
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7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
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viii

RAMAIYAN AMMANAL
TAMIL *ATALKAL including Pattinattir Venba
and Vannankal.

Telugu
KAMANDAKANITISARAMU.
TALLADASAPRANAPRADIPIKA.
RAGHUNATHA NAYAKA ABHYUDAYAMU.
RAJAGOP’PALA VILASAMU.
RAMAYANAMU by Katta Varadariju.

Mahrathi

NATYASASTRA SANGRAHA.

BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE.

FOLK SONGS.

DORA DARUN VENI PADDHATI.

ASVASA CATULA DUMANL

PRATAPASIMHENDRA  VIJAYA PRA-
BANDHA.

SARABHENDRA TIRTHAVALL,
LAVANIL

DEVENDRA KURAVAN]JIL.
BHAKTA VILASA.

SLOKA BADDHA RAMAYANA,

Sanskrit

ASVASASTRA with Tricolour Illustrations,
RAJAMRGANKA.
CIKITSAMRTASAGARA.
AYURVEDAMAHODADHI.

GITA GOVINDA ABHINAYA.
COLACAMPU.

SAHENDRA VILASA.
DHARMAKUOTAM—Sundara Kinda,
JATAKASARA.
VISNUTATTVARIRNAYA VYAKHYA.
SANGITA DARPANA.

BIJAPALLAVA.

It is hoped that the publication of most of the important
manuscripts will be completed within the next four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are
represented by single copies in the Library and consequently
the mistakes that are found in them could not be corrected by
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comparing them with other copies. The editors have, however,
tried their best to suggest correct readings. The wrong read-
ings are given in round brackets and correct readings have
been suggested in square brackets. When different readings
are found, they have been given in the foot-notes except in the
case of a few books in which the correct readings have been
given in the foot-note or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for finan-
cing the entire scheme of publication although there is a drive
for economy in all the departments. My thanks are due to the
members of the Expert Committee who spared no pains in
selecting the manuscripts for publication. I have also to thank
the various editors, who are experts in their own field, for
readily consenting to edit the manuscriptsand see them through
the Press. The various Presses that have co-operated in print-
ing the manuscripts in the best manner possible also deserve
my thanks for the patience exhibited by them in carrying out
the corrections made in the proofs.

This edition of Bhirgavanadika is based on a palm-leaf
manuscript preserved in the Govt. Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, and described under R. No. 3520. The size
of the manuscript is 1711 inches. It contains 78 folios of
9 lines to a page. This isin Grantha and Tamil character.
The condition of the manuscript is good. This was presented
to the Library by Addangi Singarachary Periyaperumal, East
Mada Street, Srivilliputtur, Tinnevelly District.

Reference is to be made to the good work done by Sri
V. R. Kalyanasundaram, Siromani, M. S. Vaidyanathan,
Siromani and T. H. Viswanathan, Siromani, Pandits of this
library, in seeing the work through the press.

Govt. Oriental T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Manuscripts Library, General Editor,
Madras. Madras Government Oriental Series.

B






PREFACE

The Bhrgunidi is a small work on Astrology dealing with
the influence of planets on the life of man in the various stages
of his life. The entire span of a man’s life is divided into
nine stages presided over by the nine planets. The periods are
of unequal length and they are called the Dasas (stages) of
the planets. Within each of these stages, there are subsidiary
stages, being divisions of the main stage, associated with the
nine planets. The mutual relations of the planets in these
various stages and the sub-stages and their position in relation
to the time of birth, produce (or rather indicate) various
experiences in a man, It is such experiences that are deall
with in this work.

The work starts with a benediction and a eulogy of the
science of horoscopy. Then the divisions of the life of a man
associated with the various planets and their durations are also
given. After this comes the main portion of the work.

Besides giving the author’s own views, there are occasion-
ally cited the opinions of others as found inother works relating
to the subject, as granthantare. 1t is rarely that the name
of such a work is mentioned, and the name of Garga is given
in such contexts in some places. The specification of the
period is given in Tamil and the Tamil headings are re-
tained in such places. The Sanskrit or English equivalents for
such Tamil headings are not given since the subject is clear
from the body of the text that follows the headings.

The work isin verses, mostly in Anustup metre (four
lines of eight syllables). There are lines in Arya and also
in longer metres like Indravajia and Upendravajra, and also
Vasantatilaka. Verses in still longer metres alse occur, though
very rarely.

The grammar of the text is found to be extremely faulty,
Many nouns that are in masculine are used in ncuter ; thus
words like labha, nasa and vivaha are given in the nominative
as labham, nasam and vivaham. In most of the plices, there
is no verb and one is not sure whether he has used the words
in nominative or accusative case. But there are clear cases
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where the verb is bhavati (there is), and even in these cases
we find such masculine forms in am, though nominative.
Where such verbs like nirdiset (shall indicate) or prdpnoti
(attains) appear, the form is accusative and the ending am
is correct for the masculine nouns. 1 have corrected the
cases and the manuscript reading is given in foot-notes.

The metre is also very faulty. Arya and Anustup metres
are mixed up. The vowel “e” appears sometimes as short,
and a short vowel followed by conjunct consonant is also oc-
casionally used as a short one. In a large number of cases the
lines had to be re-written, but the original is indicated in the
foot-notes. There are a few cases where the manuscript
reading is unintelligible ; but such cases are very rare.

There are places, especially when the author takes up
longer metres, where the language is good, metre is correct
and the style too is elegant. It cannot at all be said that the
author did not have a good command of the language. Perhaps
the discrepancies in gender and in the matter of short and
long vowels are due to Taniil influences.

The work will serve as a good handbook for reading one’s
horoscope, and even ordinary persons without any knowledge
of Astrology can make use of it.  All that is wanted is that
he must have a familiarity with certain technical terms in
Astronomy. If one knows the stage and the sub-stage in his
life at a particular period in his life and if he knows al<o the
position of the planets and the time of his birth, he can use
this work to read his horoscope with reference to that period,
with extreme facility.

Only a single manuscript is available and as such it was
not possible to prepare an absolutely correct edition ; if
another manuscript too had been available, it would have
been possible to prepare a more correct text. But the entire
manuscript matter, where emendations had to be carried
out, is given as foot-riotes.

The copy from the manuscript was made by the staff of
the Library, and the preparation of this copy was done with
great care. The press matter was prepared from this copy.
Thanks are due to the Curator of the Library and also to the
staff in the library for all the help.

Madras. C. KuNHAN RA7JA,
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